
 
 

 
    

 
                

                   
                 

                 
                   

                     
                  

 
               
                  

                  
   

  

 
                 

               
                   

                 
                   
                  

                
                         

                    
                       

                     
                      

                     
               

                
                  

                  
                  

                 
                     

                
                 

                    
           

    
                 

                     
                

KMS Newsletter 
June 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Congratulations to our 6th, 7th and 8th graders as they continue their progression here in the 
Lansingburgh Central School District. This is our final KMS Newsletter for the 2019-2020 school year. We want to 
thank families for their support and collaboration during these unprecedented times. The Awards/ Moving up 
recorded ceremony will be posted on the KMS page of the Lansingburgh School District Website on June 
12, 2020. Please also be on the lookout for a Robocall reminder for Chromebook drop off on June 16th, 
2020. For our final newsletter of the year, faculty and staff have taken some time to share some highlights from 
the year, as well as some fun suggestions to keep students thinking and learning throughout the summer. 

This school year we established a Parent Advisory Committee. Please look for announcements and 
information regarding our meetings for the 2020-2021 school year in the fall. Thank you for making this 
committee a success. We truly value your time and collaboration to provide the best educational experience for 
our students. 

KMS Team Information 

Orange/Blue Teams (6th Grade)
Social Studies- This year students have had the opportunity to learn about ancient civilizations, from the Fertile 
Crescent to the European Renaissance. Students have explored the elements that helped build a civilization, 
and the factors that have led to its demise. The March Civilization Fair was a tremendous event that showcased 
the knowledge and creativity of the students. Thank you families for your support during the planning and 
execution of the Fair! As we move toward summer and the end of the year, we encourage students to 
document their experiences during this pandemic. Maybe try to keep a journal, or make a family time capsule. 
Remember, history is always being made and you are a part of it! Enjoy your summer! 
ELA- The focus of ELA for this school year was to find out what kinds of books we want to read and then learn 
to think and respond to the text as readers. Students used various strategies to identify themes and main ideas 
and make connections to the world around us. For this last marking period, we used the urban fiction book, If I 
Grow Up. Students focused on how the area or setting in which people grow up influences the lifestyle and 
choices people have to make. Thank you to all of the families for your support during this school year. Working 
as a team is what makes the difference for us all. Stay safe and well and have a great summer! 
Science- This year students engaged in hands-on learning experiences with the next generation science 
standards. They were able to explore topics such as Earth’s history, plate tectonics, geological hazards, Earth’s 
cycles, natural resources, human impact on climate, and weather. The students did an excellent job making a 
transition from the classroom to distance learning. This summer they can continue to observe the weather and 
make predictions. They can also make a weather instrument using materials from home to use this summer 
(instructions were put on Google classroom for this activity). Stay safe and have a great summer! 
Math - In 6th grade math this year we covered a range of math skills . We studied ratios, proportions, percents, 
multiplying & dividing fractions, writing & evaluating expressions, as well as solving for variables in equations. 
When we went to remote learning in March we worked on geometry, statistics, probability, and integer 
operations. As students begin to prepare for 7th grade, it will be helpful for them to become fluent with adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers. Have a great summer ! 

The Yellow Team 
Reading with Mrs. Prechtl: This year students worked hard on building reading stamina and responding in 
different ways to their reading. We do not want to lose that over the summer! Here is one website that offers 
free audio books. https://stories.audible.com/discovery Choosing to read on a kindle, ipad, or computer may 

https://stories.audible.com/discovery


                
 

                  
                 

                   
                

                   
                       

                         
         

  
                   

                
               

                
                   

                 
                   

                 
                 

 
                    

                      
                  

                    
 

 
                       

                      
                      

                        
           

 
                      
                         

                 
                

               
                   

                  
                

        

  
                 
             
                

                   
            

 
                   

                  
                   

keep students engaged! Also, do not forget that magazines and blogs count! Read, Read, Read!! 

ELA with Mrs. VanBaaren: This year students have spent a great deal of time exploring different genres, 
reading many books independently as well as a class. We explored narrative, nonfiction, urban fiction and even 
read some classical short stories. In doing so, we tackled many different topics and carried on many wonderful 
class discussions. Recently we have been learning to create an effective argument by exploring topics students 
are passionate about. I have truly enjoyed reading the issues that you are most interested in and which are 
close to your hearts. I hope you all have a safe and healthy summer! Help your parents and be kind. I am proud 
of all that you have accomplished. I will miss you and I know you will do a great job in 8th grade. Don’t forget to 
get some reading in when you can this summer! 

Social Studies with Mr. Di Bacco: This year students have had the opportunity to learn about US History, 
from its geography, the Native American Cultures, Explorers, Colonization, Life in Colonies, the Road to the 
Revolution, The American Revolution, the Establishment of Government, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
before we moved to distance learning. Students created a comic strip, posters on the explorers. Instagram 
pages and a colonial brochure for the three regions. The pinned battles of the Revolution on an Interactive Map. 
Distance Learning brought some reading and video instruction! The students will work on pinning Battles of the 
Civil War. We used Google Form Quizzes and EdPuzzle quizzes. As we move toward summer and the end of 
the year, we encourage students to document their experiences during this pandemic. Maybe try to keep a 
journal. Remember, history is always being made and you are a part of it! Enjoy your summer! 

Math with Mrs. Felio: KMS yellow team math students accomplished a lot this past school year. We worked at 
a great pace and student’s were ahead of schedule when school closed. We did a ton of work in small groups 
and stations. Students were highly cooperative when I tried new things. I would encourage students to spend 
some time over the summer playing math games at: www.prodigygame.com. Have a great summer and stay 
safe! 

Resource with Mrs. Coon: It has been an absolute joy to work with the students of the yellow team this year. 
We have worked very hard on achieving goals that we set and worked together to achieve them. I am so very 
proud of each and every student! The summer of 2020 may look a little different than in the past, but continue 
to reach for the stars, be helpful to your family, and take care of each other. Try to learn something new and I 
look forward to seeing you as 8th graders next year! 

Science with Mrs. French: I have really enjoyed getting to know everyone this year. I wish we had more time 
together and a way to really say goodbye, but know that I will miss all of you! We have learned a lot this year, 
more than you probably realize. We studied ecosystems, including the ecosystem of our school yard, we 
learned about energy in ecosystems including food chains and food webs and many of the different 
relationships that exist between living and nonliving things. We studied cells, body systems, photosynthesis, 
genetics, classification, and the human impact on the environment. We went to Grafton and had a great time 
hiking and searching for small fish and other aquatic life. We did STEM challenges, dissected flowers, and 
extracted DNA from strawberries. Enjoy your summer, keep asking questions and wondering about the world. 
Make sure you come visit me next year!! 

Green Team 
Science with Mr. Gunderman: What an interesting year! Students learned about the science of life, including: 
Ecology, Cells, Classification, Genetics, Human Body Systems, and Human Impact on the Environment. 
Students were able to practice science skills such as: measuring, dissecting, and following lab procedures. Next 
year, you will get to learn about science in the physical world (Space, why things move, magnets, atoms). Enjoy 
your summer, keep asking questions, and explore the world of science! 

Math with Mrs. Anderson: The green team math students worked very hard this year in school and continued 
that hard work during remote learning. The students did a great job collaborating with each other in small 
groups and in station work. I am so proud of how much the students accomplished this year. Students should 

https://www.prodigygame.com/


                 
   

 
                    

               
                

                 
                 
                  

                   
                

                
 

                  
                   

                 
                

              
              

                   
                  
                     

       

  
                        

                   
                  

                     
                      

                   
                

                    
              

 
                     

             
                 
                   

 
                      
                     
                

                  
                     

                    
                   

                    
      

 
                   
                 

              

continue practicing their math skills over the summer by playing on www.prodigygame.com. Enjoy your summer 
and stay safe! 

Social Studies with Mr. Foard: This year students have had the opportunity to learn about US History, from its 
geography, the Native American Cultures, Explorers, Colonization, Life in Colonies, the Road to the Revolution, 
The American Revolution, the Establishment of Government, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights before we 
moved to distance learning. Students created a comic strip, posters on the explorers. Instagram pages and a 
colonial brochure for the three regions. They pinned battles of the Revolution on an Interactive Map. Distance 
Learning brought some reading and video instruction! The students will work on pinning Battles of the Civil War. 
We used Google Form Quizzes and EdPuzzle quizzes. As we move toward summer and the end of the year, 
we encourage students to document their experiences during this pandemic. Maybe try to keep a journal. 
Remember, history is always being made and you are a part of it! Enjoy your summer! 

Mrs. Agyeman, ELA: I have thoroughly enjoyed this school year! In ELA, we kicked off the year becoming 
aware of the power of language by using a toolkit of strategies for reading broadly and thinking about many 
interesting texts. We developed strong habits in order to become more flexible and resilient readers and writers. 
We also challenged ourselves by analyzing short stories to gain a deeper understanding of literature. Most 
recently, students have been developing their skills of persuasion by writing opinion-based responses about 
self-selected topics. This year students have collaborated, debated, and challenged each other about important 
themes like fairness, humanity, community, and so much more. It has truly been an honor and a privilege to 
support such a strong group of thinkers, reader, writers, and leaders. I have enjoyed the laughs, debates, and 
serious conversations. All the best to each student and their families, and best of luck to you all in 8th grade 
next year. Have an awesome summer! 

White Team 
From Ms. Wing, Resource: I am so happy to be at the ‘Burgh! I started March 9, by March 18 we were all 
working from home, and I learned along with my students about Google Classroom. I will be teaching 8th grade 
ELA for summer school, and I’m looking forward to discovering new ways to learn. For keeping your brains 
flexible and strong over the summer: read something, even if it’s just the back of the cereal box. Keep a journal: 
I know someone who keeps a journal with a friend online. They take turns adding entries. I use a book--I’m old 
school. Do artwork--chalk on the sidewalk, water color paint, dye your hair purple (I did, but no one noticed!) 
Grow something: sunflowers are great, and most people have good luck with zucchini. Talk to your 
grandparents and ask them about what it was like when they were young. Write it down, or record them. Trust 
me--you’ll want to know this family history when you’re older. Enjoy your time off! 

Mr. Caruso, Math: This school year, my students and I have worked extremely hard to get to where we are 
now. Students have collaborated together, worked on their chromebooks, and completed countless math 
problems. For the summer, I suggest keeping your brain active by logging on to www.prodigygame.com and 
completing a few math problems a day. I hope everyone has a great summer and enjoys their time off! 

Ms. Gragnano, ELA: What a year it has been! I wouldn’t trade this group of students for anything. I want to 
give a big THANK YOU to the 8th grade students for welcoming me as their new ELA teacher in January. We 
have shared countless laughs, and created many memories that I will cherish forever! The students have 
worked so hard inside and outside of the classroom. They have worked diligently to develop and hone their 
reading and writing skills. It would be a shame to see all of that work and determination lost this summer! To 
keep up on your skills, be sure to READ! Whether it’s a new book you just picked up, the newspaper, 
magazines, online blogs, an old book you haven’t read in awhile, short stories, etc. Just READ! If you need 
access to reading or writing resources, please reach out to me! I am happy to help! Enjoy your summer and 
best of luck in high school! 

Mr. Sinko, Social Studies: This school year, my students have worked very hard to improve their writing skills 
and explore deeper thoughts about history. This group of students really bought into the learning process and 
made tremendous growth towards analyzing short response questions. For the summer vacation, I recommend 

http://www.prodigygame.com/
http://www.prodigygame.com/


                    
           

 
                      
                     
                  
                 

                 
             

 

 
                   

                    
               

                 
            

                    
      

 
                    

                     
                   
                 

      
 

                      
                

                    
                        

                    
                   

                    
                     
  

 
                 

                 
                 

         
        

         
                     

                       
                      
          

 
                      

                     
                 
                   

                    

reading “The Diary of Anne Frank”. This story was recorded by an 8th grade girl in Nazi Europe during WWII 
and is regarded as one of the best stories ever told! 

Ms. Foley, Science: I can safely say this is the most eventful first year of teaching anyone could have. I could 
have never asked for a better group of students to have for my first year of teaching. Throughout this year we 
have grown together, learned from one another, and found our way through these tough times together. To stay 
sharp over the summer try throwing in some science documentaries or docuseries into your binging routine. Ms. 
Foley’s must watch list, “ Chasing Coral”, “Planet Earth”, “Blue Planet”, “COSMOS” and anything with Bill Nye! 
Enjoy your summer! Be sure to come back and visit next year! 

Maroon Team (8th Grade)
Mr. Rospo, Science: Well to say this year has been interesting would be an understatement! So remember 
regardless of what happened this year next year you will be in High School! Make sure you are prepared and 
keep your mind sharp. Check out the following...High Level Reading...try “The Demon Haunted World: Science 
as a Candle in the Darkness” or “What If? Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd Hypothetical Questions” This 
book has pictures (illustrated with cartoons) and is fun and funny. 
Or if reading is not your thing YouTube is full of great science videos. Try COSMOS with Neil deGrasse Tyson. 
Enjoy your summer and stay safe. 

Mr. Nadeau, Math: This year students have learned so many math concepts. Even as we were forced to learn 
virtually, students continued to master math topics, all of which are going to be vital for success in high school. I 
hope the students continue to hone their math skills over the summer. YouTube has tons of great videos and 
Kahn Academy is also a tremendous resource for learning new skills or practicing already learned topics. Have 
a great summer and be safe. 

Mrs. Stockton, S.S.: This year the students learned about our word of the year LEGACY. With our last unit the 
Civil Rights Unit, students completed a project of their choosing and many instinctually added in their 
perspective, their voice, and the current racial protests that we are seeing come forth into their work. As we 
noticed the study of history was very relevant this year. I will miss the students and if they are up to it I would 
encourage them to pursue antiracist works and other works (This article by Time Magazine is a place to start) 
that encourage diversity training and encourage unity. We may not always agree in history class but we have 
always let our voices be heard and used opposing viewpoints to influence our opinions. I learned just as much, 
maybe more from you, as I hope you learned from me. You will be missed and Congratulations 8th grade on 
Moving UP! 

Ms. Harris, ELA: Wow, what a year! From expectations to the unexpected. This year, students focused on 
improving their reading and writing skills through practice and hard work. It is essential that students maintain 
these skills by engaging in reading over the summer. Students should select reading material that they find 
interesting. I recommend the following resources to get started: 
www.commonlit.com (short stories, articles, memoirs, biographies, poems, etc.) 
www.newsela.com (news articles designed for students by grade level) 
Lastly, thank you to all of my students who made my first year of teaching memorable; you will always be my 
first group of kids! Although our time is coming to an end, that does not mean that we have to say goodbye. You 
are always welcome to reach out to me if you need anything. I hope that you have a wonderful summer, and I 
wish you the best of luck in high school! 

Red Team 
Mrs. Huttner, ELA and Math: I have to say that I am both impressed and proud of our students and their 
progress in math and ELA. This year in math, our students worked on the skills that are foundational pieces of 
Algebra. Some of the skills we focused on were math vocabulary, one-step equations, absolute value, and 
integers. We used IXL.com to practice our skills and prodigy.com to practice our skills, while playing fun math 
games. Even with remote learning, our students worked to master skills needed for the next year and to build 

https://time.com/5848192/childrens-books-about-race/
http://www.commonlit.com/
http://www.newsela.com/


                      
                    

                      
                  

                    
                       

                  
                    
                  

                       
                    

                    
                         

                     
             

                    
                   

                    
                    

                     
                        

                      
                    

 

 

 
                   

                   
                 

                    
                

                
 

  
                  

                    
                      

                     
                    
               

 
                 

                    
                      

                 
                      

     

the foundational pieces needed for the Algebra I Regents exam. Good job, kids! I am so proud of you all. 
In ELA, our focus was building stamina. We began balanced literacy this year and worked on finding books that 
were just right for us. Once we found our books, we practiced the skill of stamina. One of our Essential 
Questions was: Can we read for an extended period of time, without being distracted by ourselves and others? 
We had a challenge going to see which class could read for the longest. Mr. Underwood’s homeroom won and 
is due a Pizza Party upon our return to school!! The most exciting part about this is we will have the entire class 
with us, again, because there were no 8th graders, in Mr. Underwood’s homeroom, this year. Everyone will be 
able to participate in a long-overdue pizza party. In regard to stamina, we also focused on writing stamina. The 
same essential question applied: Can I write for an extended period of time without being distracted by myself 
or others. This skill was a little more difficult than when we were reading; however, our kids did not give up and 
they kept persevering. I am excited to start year two of balanced literacy with our students, while working on 
our stamina skills in the upcoming year. For our students in 8th grade, it has been an absolute pleasure working 
with you and I wish you the best of luck in high school. You are armed with the skills you need, may you be 
successful in your new setting. For our returning to KMS students, we are so excited to see you and for 
another year of #redteamrocks! Love to all! See you in September! 
From our team: Our motto is #redteamrocks. We created this motto because we wanted to let our students 
know how much we truly enjoyed being with them everyday. It has been difficult being away during remote 
learning. We can’t express enough how much we miss our students. A few highlights from our year were our 
annual Turkey Feast, in November and our Holiday Party, in December. Next year we hope to bring back our 
Meet the Author Day, after we write our class book. For our students who were new to our team shortly before 
we left, we were happy to meet you. For our 8th grade students who will move on to the high school, it has 
been a wonderful three years and we will miss you. Good luck in all your future endeavors. For our returning 
students, we can’t wait to see you and hope that we can pick up right where we left off. 

Special Area Subjects 

FACS, STEM, Health & P.E. 
FACS: This school year, the students have worked hard to get to where they are now. The students have 
collaborated very well together. As we close out Quarter 4 and move into the summer, we really appreciate the 
efforts students have made to complete their work in Google Classroom. For the summer, I suggest keeping 
your brain active by logging on to Nitro Type or Typing.com. I hope everyone has a great summer and enjoys 
their time off! Please feel free to email me at mloatman@lansingburgh.org with any questions. 

STEM: Students have done amazing work through Google Classroom as we adapted to a new learning 
environment. 

Art 
Seventh and Eighth grade artists worked hard throughout each quarter. Students tried some new and old art 
techniques to become familiar with the basic skills to build and create a piece of art. Students pushed through 
their comfort zones to be more creative and put their ideas down on paper, digital art, or even in a 3D piece. 
My hope is that throughout this time at home and during the summer months that ALL students take the time to 
practice more creative outlets! Draw, paint, and build something! Don’t be afraid to try a new technique or 
material! Have fun with it! Stay safe and see you all next year! 

Spanish
I love teaching 8th grade Spanish and Spanish Exploration, because I get to watch students’ reading, listening, 
writing and speaking ability in Spanish grow. Some students enter my class with little to no experience with the 
Spanish language, and it is amazing to see their capabilities at the end of the school year. I am impressed with 
the work of our students, especially through these unprecedented times. Great job everyone! To all my Spanish 
Exploration students I will see you in 8th grade! To all of my 8th graders, good luck in High School. Set goals 
and keep working towards them! 



 
       

                    
                   
                       
               

 
                  

                   
                

 
                  
                 

                      
                

  

  
                   

                  
              

               
                  

           
             

                     
                     
                 

                
            

              

 
                 

               
  

    
       

         
      

           

 
 

                
                    
                  
     

 
                   

                

Fun Summer Suggestions to practice your Spanish: 
Listen to songs in Spanish, watch one of your favorite Disney movies in Spanish with subtitles, look up 5 new 
words a week in Spanish on www.wordreference.com, read the Spanish on the labels of different products and 
foods to see what you understand, text with a friend or chat with a friend on the phone in Spanish, try a new 
recipe or make an authentic dish. Keep learning about the Spanish language and culture! 

Music 
The Concert Band is currently putting together a “Virtual Band” video! We had a couple very successful 
concerts this year and we wanted to have one last “performance”. Rented instruments need to be returned, but 
if students have their own instruments, they can easily find music to play online all summer! 

Sixth Grade Band students have used this time to continue lessons via Google Meet and explore an online 
music assessment called SmartMusic. The Sixth Grade Band students may keep rented instruments over the 
summer. If they choose to return the instrument, please do so on June 16th. Use the summer to explore the 
creative side of music by composing your own melodies. There are resources posted on Google Classroom. 
Have fun! 

Library Skills
Our 6th graders have learned the basic location of our collection of books and how to search our collection 
using our online catalog. Our students have learned research skills by exploring our databases and writing 
bibliographies to give credit to their sources. The library webpage https://www.lansingburgh.org/domain/37 , has 
monthly newsletters showcasing what wonderful resources we have available for our students, direct links to 
download books for free and our online catalog and databases as well. To download books students have used 
Sora: https://soraapp.com/welcome/login/200007. Students have had hands-on experience using our 
Reference Books (Dictionary, Thesaurus, Atlas, Almanac and Encyclopedia) and their online counterparts. We 
learn how to be a good digital citizen, online safety and about cyberbullying. (What to do and how to help stop 
it.) Students read 10 minutes a day during class in hopes to find books they love and studies have shown just 
10 minutes a day drastically increases test scores. This time has helped many students that claimed they 
“hated reading” to discover they simply needed to try different genres such as Graphic Novels, Mysteries, 
Science-fiction, Historical-fiction, Fantasy, Non-fiction, Poetry or Realistic-fiction. Please keep reading over the 
summer and visit our website (try all the databases) and the Public Library website. 

TILT (Technology Innovation Learning Time)
As we wrap up Remote Learning in TILT, students have recently completed their digital citizenship units. We 
have discussed controlling your digital footprint, staying secure online, and learning how to decipher online 
news. 

Suggestions for Summer Learning: 
Digital Citizenship: www.commonsense.org/education/digital-compass; beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com 
Coding: https://code.org/learn; https://scratch.mit.edu/; https://pencilcode.net/ 
Typing: https://www.nitrotype.com/; https://www.dancemattypingguide.com 
Just for Fun: www.autodraw.com/; https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com; apps.musedlab.org/groovepizza 

KMS Clubs Announcements 
Student Council: Student council has continued to have weekly virtual meetings and take civil actions as 
best as we can. We have had 2 virtual spirit weeks, made teacher appreciation cards for KMS teachers & staff 
with PTSA and made cards for essential workers at Samaritan Hospital. We look forward to continuing our civic 
work in the fall. 

8th Grade Class: We had a successful year raising funds for the Class of 2024! Our President and Planning 
Committee began the KMS Movie Nights and hosted a March Madness Tournament with 8th grade student 

http://www.wordreference.com/
https://lansingburgh.follettdestiny.com/cataloging/servlet/presentadvancedsearchredirectorform.do?l2m=Library%20Search&tm=TopLevelCatalog&l2m=Library+Search
https://www.lansingburgh.org/domain/37
https://soraapp.com/welcome/login/200007
http://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-compass
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland
https://code.org/learn
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://pencilcode.net/
https://www.nitrotype.com/
https://www.dancemattypingguide.com/dance-mat-typing-level-1/
https://www.autodraw.com/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/
https://apps.musedlab.org/groovepizza/?museid=BK5ScWkno&


                  
            

                     
          

 
  

 
                    

                 
                 
        

                
                  

   

 

teams against KMS faculty. Students on the Maroon and White teams were honored on a monthly basis for 
outstanding effort, academic achievement, perseverance and/or demonstrating citizenship in the classroom. It 
is hopeful that next year will continue to be successful with events for the KMS community! Best of luck to all 
students next year — enjoy your summer and be safe! 

School Wide Initiatives/ Announcements/ Upcoming Events 

KMS Climate Committee: Climate committee put together a “We Miss You” video for the community to view on 
Facebook and Twitter. We have been talking about ways to welcome students back to school during these 
uncertain times. We plan to come together and meet more over the summer once school districts make 
decisions on how the fall will look. 
Quarter 4 Ongoing Parent/ Student Surveys: Parents and students participated in our Ongoing Student 
Survey that was pushed out to Chromebooks and available online from June 1st through June 5th. Thank you 
for your feedback! 


